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Carnaby

Rolfe Judd WHERE IT’S AT

The contrast between the transience of fashion and the permanence of the built environment drives a creative tension
that has historically defined the area around Carnaby Street. Taking up the challenge presented by this multiple-site
project with three separate façades, Rolfe Judd has created a bold and visually stunning mixed-use development that
reflects, enhances and enriches the vibrant heritage of the area.
Carnaby Court is one of a range of sophisticated new schemes completed by Rolfe Judd, embracing residential,
commercial and mixed-use sectors. Each of these presents a unique design response to the context of a specific situation
and function; all are striking, contemporary and individual.

Carnaby
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ON TREND, IN SITU

The Carnaby Court project rejuvenates and enriches an under-utilised site located in the heart of the West End.
In an area shaped over the centuries by the diversity and vitality of its fabric and inhabitants, the scheme incorporates,
as stipulated in the design brief, ‘a place to live, a place to work, a place to shop and a place to eat’.
While the design of Carnaby Court is informed by the past, it establishes a completely fresh interpretation of the
themes and energy of the locality. Carnaby Court presents three faces: one façade each on Carnaby Street, Foubert’s
Place and Kingly Street. The bold design has immediate impact, accentuated by the detailing which features a carefully
selected palette of colour-infused glazed ceramic stone bricks and panels which highlight and illuminate each
individual building.

Kingly Street
This vibrant new building on Kingly Street transforms the neighbourhood.
The simple brick façade is complemented and elevated by the eye-catching
and elegant mix of green and blue ceramics. Light and colour now drenches
the street, combining with the rich mix of uses to create a refreshing and
welcoming ambience. The brief for Carnaby Court specified a mixed-use
development, deliberately mirroring the complementary elements that help
this atmospheric neighbourhood generate its unique rhythm.

Foubert’s Place
A change of colour and a change
of focus: Foubert’s Place blends more
residential space into the local mix.
In an area already known for its spirit,
this building is distinguished by the
stunning contrast between yellow and
blue ceramic tiles – a strong statement
of contemporary free will, while
simultaneously acknowledging the
past through careful retention of
the historic fabric.

Carnaby Street
This façade responds to the traditional plot width prevalent in
the street, mixing contemporary materials with classic proportions
and marking out Carnaby Court’s character as assertive yet
empathetic. Delicate glazed tiles of intense blues and reds are
subtly recessed into the building, complementing expressed sills
that provide shade and depth in what is recognised from street
to street as the scheme’s signature style.

Carnaby Living
The residential element of the scheme plays a crucial role in
knitting the separate parts of this complex site together.
Behind the façade, the emphasis is on providing intimate and
high quality external spaces. Elevations are deliberately simple
and refined, and the internal courtyards use timber cladding and
a green wall to create a haven of calm coolness in the centre
of metropolitan Soho.

Creating a VIBRANT PLACE
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KEEPING CARNABY SPECIAL

Carnaby is all about people: over the decades the community has led fashion trends and forged new musical
tastes and ideas; some of the most artistically influential names of the day have been drawn to its retail, commercial
and residential spaces.
Carnaby Court is designed to reflect this in a stylish synthesis of uses including high quality business space,
residential, restaurants and flexible retail accommodation, enhanced by vibrant colours and elegant patterns from
street level to rooftop.
Rolfe Judd went further still. Recognising that the spirit of Carnaby extends far beyond the architecture itself, the
practice built on a long relationship already established with the client, Shaftesbury, to develop a scheme that reaches
out into the surrounding streets and through its human scale engages with passers-by.

Ambience
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MORE THAN A PASSING FAD

Rolfe Judd set out to ensure that Carnaby Court contributed much more to the environment by planning, devising
and integrating a range of features that augment the ambience of the area. One encounters little surprises such as
arches, art pieces and street furniture, placed and presented to develop a narrative that acts as a guide through
the myriad fascinations of the area.
Carnaby Court was designed from the outset to provide a dynamic, sparkling environment for the benefit of everyone
who uses it: in exceeding its brief, it has become a place to live, to work, to shop and to eat… and to enjoy.

Apps and Plaques
Plotting a course through this medley of cultural
influences, a mobile phone app, Carnaby Echoes –
www.carnabyechoes.com – is an indispensable
companion, celebrating and communicating the
diversity and metamorphoses wrought as time has
passed. Carefully designed plaques and innovative
audio-visual stations accentuate these highlights
for the visitor.

Carnaby
Westminster W1
Everyone knows Carnaby as a world-renowned
area, by reputation a place where trendsetters and
their followers have always felt nurtured and
welcome. By the time the rest of us have caught up
with what they’re up to, Carnaby has usually moved
on. Carnaby Court will promote and sustain this
function as a crucible of creative talent for the future,
providing a superbly designed, specified and built
structural fabric that can showcase the ‘next big
thing’ – whatever it turns out to be.
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