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Saffron occupies an indelible place in the history of world medicine,
cuisine and fashion. Derived from stamens of the crocus flower,
it remains one of the world’s most sought-after natural commodities.
The Romans are thought to have brought the crocus to Britain and
south of London they found the perfect haven to cultivate the plants
that would meet the needs of a growing city. The quality and value
of the crop was such that the place became known as ‘saffron
valley’ – or as the Anglo-Saxons later named it, ‘croh denu’, which
subsequently evolved into Croydon as we know it today.
Rolfe Judd is an integrated architecture, planning and interior design
practice with a varied portfolio of sophisticated and substantial new
schemes. Each development is striking, contemporary and individual,
but all are united by the principles of brave design: courage,
innovation and determination to succeed. Saffron exemplifies this
approach: the design teams have created a confident landmark
residential development for central Croydon that inspires pride and
satisfaction within its community.

Saffron Croydon

Central Croydon is a lively and active hub, currently dominated
by commercial and retail development. Much of the fabric of this
‘Croydon Cluster’ was designed in the 1960s and had become
characterised by a drab uniformity that did little to give the locality
a human face.
Saffron is designed to break that monotony. The scheme’s status
in Croydon Council’s ‘Vision 2020’ as the northern gateway
site to the town centre included a requirement that it should feature
a new landmark building. Saffron Tower’s 43 storeys are clad in
a palette of solid vibrant colours which, in combination with the
lower-level components that complete the development, generate
its unique character. The ‘pixels’ merge with distance to depict
an emblematic king-sized crocus flower: a fitting reference to the
historic origins of Croydon.
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SAFFRON TOWER

Saffron’s dramatic tower and its lower-rise components surround
a central square on a site of less than one hectare – yet the
development provides a total of 791 homes. While central Croydon
has long provided space for public transport and commercial activity,
it has hitherto been short on one vital ingredient for any successful
community – living space.
An explicit element of Croydon Council’s vision is the addition of some
9,500 residential units to the urban mix by 2019. Saffron is the first of
these schemes to be completed, and has been designed specifically
to provide desirable, sustainable and affordable high-density living
accommodation at the heart of the development area.
Rolfe Judd carefully integrated Saffron’s landmark tower with lowerrise geometric modules, creating a scheme that harmonises with
the aspirations for the local environment and significantly enhances
the public realm.
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SAFFRON SKYLINE LIVING

Cutting-edge and sharply-defined, Saffron Tower slices into the
prevailing south-westerly winds and is configured to take maximum
advantage of the sun’s course across all seasons. The smooth, sleek
profile is softened by an outer skin which features glass spandrels
with a solid ceramic frit in 17 different colours. Ultra-clear low-iron
glass allows very high light transmission levels with minimal tinting.
The tower is currently the tallest building in central Croydon, yet it
wears its stature lightly. The elevation facing busy Wellesley Road
suits the metropolitan nature of the location; indeed all aspects of the
design have been carefully considered to complement the immediate
neighbourhood. From ground level to the top of the 43rd storey the
design reflects the ‘social sustainability’ agenda of Croydon’s vision,
including welcoming and accessible thoroughfares, maximised
natural light, tranquil spaces for relaxation and superb links to public
transport and shopping.

Detailing and
Design
Rolfe Judd has designed
a unique response to the
requirement to provide
balcony windows in Saffron
Tower’s high-rise apartments.
Floor-to-ceiling ‘doors’ have
been designed and integrated
into the glazing units, which
can be slid open within
the plane of the building.
It’s a discreet and elegant
enhancement to these
higher-level living spaces
that connects residents with
the wider environment while
preserving the clean external
lines of the building.

SAFFRON Tower OUTSIDE IN

43 storeys up, the narrative is all about light and space. Here,
duplex and triplex apartments exploit floor to ceiling glazing to create
unique and breath-taking spaces. Unrivalled panoramic views in
all directions dominate the Saffron Tower experience. Each glass
spiral staircase winds sinuously around a sleek stainless steel central
column. Above the vertical ‘tube’ created by the stairway a circular
window allows light to flood downwards, further enhancing the
sense of being suspended in the sky.
The staircases emerge from the interior onto a fully glazed space
at the very top of the building: each of these apartments has a
personal terrace here. The tall glass walls and monumentally strong
supporting structures, coupled with the views beyond, create an
awe-inspiring and spiritually stimulating environment that intensifies
the sense of open-air living and also pervades the apartments
beneath.

Reach out and
touch the sky
The apartments at the top of
Saffron Tower are designed so
that nothing gets in the way of the
remarkable views. In clear weather
the horizon can be more than 50
miles away in all directions. Clean
interior lines, coupled with the use
of premium quality materials and
unfussy finishes, emphasise the
spacious and airy nature of these
living spaces. Glazing is used
where possible to divide spaces,
allowing natural light to permeate
through each apartment.

High lights
As daylight fades and the sharp
profile of Saffron Tower begins to
soften against the evening sky,
the top of the structure is lit by
changing colours that generate
a dynamic night-time presence
on Croydon’s skyline, in keeping
with the aspirations of Croydon
Council’s Vision 2020 plan. On
the roof terrace these lights
reflect off glazed structures – up
to eight metres high in places
– that surround and protect this
extraordinary space.
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SAFFRON THE CONTAINER

Surrounding and linking with Saffron Tower, Saffron Square
comprises a series of polyhedral forms that twist and fold to form
an outer screen to the development, which itself wraps around an
enclosed inner garden space. Employing the same overall design
language, they are distinguished by subtle variations of shape and
colour palette. Ascending in a series of steps towards the tower
itself, each module is a self-contained cluster of living space while
at the same time playing an integral role in the form of the wider
development.
The Container is one such unit, positioned to emphasise Saffron
Square’s ability to succeed on three separate scales: the tower,
which leads the way in central Croydon for future planned high-rise
structures; secondly the current height of the existing surrounding
structures; and thirdly the scale of lower neighbouring structures
such as churches. Set at a subtle offset from the principal Wellesley
Road elevation, the Container counterbalances and completes
Saffron Square’s unique form.
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SAFFRON THE STRUCTURE

The Saffron Square development maximises the potential of its site
in a number of ways. The ground plan allows for wide walkways
at street level, while residential floors extend out over these.
Substantial concrete pillars at ground level are a dramatic integral
element of the structure and provide important pedestrian access.
To service the apartments in Saffron Square – approaching 800
in total – a proportion of the ground floor space has been allocated
to retail and service applications. Coffee shops, supermarkets, a gym
and a library are conveniently located here, building on the social
sustainability theme and enhancing the experience of all for whom
the development is home.

Detailing and
Design
The inspiration for these
concrete pillars comes from
the angled trunks of forest
trees, echoes of which are
found in the inner court of the
development in the form of
additional supporting columns
and living trees.
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SAFFRON SQUARE

The open court of Saffron Square provides quiet amenity space
for residents and the public, as well as traffic-free pedestrian access
connecting through to other parts of central Croydon. Bounded by
the Saffron residential units, the square at street level comprises
approximately 50% ‘soft’ landscape including trees, planting and
water features. Complementing this pleasant environment,
roof gardens have been created over every component, with
extensive planted, terraces and safe play spaces for private and
communal use.
Sustainability has been a leading principle of the design for Saffron
from the outset. Plentiful storage capacity for bicycles has been
specified in the underground parking facility; carbon emissions have
been reduced through careful design and specification, and overall
the scheme achieved a ‘Very Good’ EcoHomes rating.

ROLFE JUDD
Croydo n
Saffron Square and Tower
is a landmark development
for Croydon, proclaiming
the town’s ambitious
aspirations for the future while
simultaneously referencing
its historical past. Rolfe Judd
worked very closely with
Croydon Council from the
outset to design a scheme
that was right for the site, for
its residents and neighbours,
and for the aims of Croydon’s
‘Vision 2020’.
The project developer,
Berkeley Homes, maintained
a consistent planning,
design and construction
team throughout the project,
assuring consistency of
approach and delivery. The
outcome, proclaimed by
its soaring crocus icon, is a
development that succeeds in
every respect – as a place to
live, to pass through, to view
and to share.
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