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The City of London: historical pivot of world commerce; the oldest continuous democratic commune in the world; a
Charter of Rights laid out in the Magna Carta. These are just a few of the remarkable truths that have shaped the unique
nature of this extraordinary Square Mile.
The City as we know it today is the culmination of more than 2,000 years of evolution of a built environment predating
Roman times. As cultures, working practices and technologies continue to develop, the buildings we design will need to
adapt to meet the increasingly complex needs of occupiers.
Rolfe Judd has created a strong and broad-based portfolio within the City as both planners and architects. Our work
has played a part in shaping its distinctive urban grain through new build and refurbishment designs that create
stimulating new working environments, suiting the ever-evolving marketplace yet simultaneously remaining contextual
to their surroundings. This book presents a selection of our buildings.
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Rolfe Judd has designed or refurbished more than 50 buildings in the City of London, from Fleet Street in the west to
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Aldgate in the east, and from Liverpool Street down to the banks of the River Thames. We’ve chosen just eight to feature
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in this book, showcasing our expert knowledge and skill in designing and delivering successful commercial
developments. This selection includes new buildings, refurbishments and our work with period originals and heritage
assets, demonstrating how we have maximised floorspace and created high quality flexible accommodation that meets
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Rolfe Judd In THE SQUARE MILE
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The Sugar Building
R e f r e s h e d f o r t h e C ity

The Sugar Building

This comprehensive redevelopment is one of Rolfe Judd’s most recent City projects, standing adjacent to St. Paul’s
Cathedral. Every aspect of what had become a tired and outdated structure has been reviewed, redesigned
and refreshed – it now offers highly sustainable, column-free, grade-A office space that’s bathed in daylight, enjoying
360-degree views of the City and beyond. As a result of this transformation, the Sugar Building has become one
of the most sought-after City office addresses of its type.
By adopting the latest technology, Rolfe Judd reduced the size of the building’s service core by 30% to deliver a
highly efficient lettable space ratio, introducing floor-to-ceiling glazing and removing structural columns and upstand
beams to create large picture windows. The design carefully integrates an additional floor, further expanding the
net area while working within the building envelope. The scale, grain and texture of the new elevation work together
to establish subservience towards the adjacent presence of St. Paul’s Cathedral as well as maintaining consistency
with the surrounding architecture.

The Sugar Building

With an open aspect to almost every elevation, this building stands apart in the mix of architectural styles that
surrounds St. Paul’s Cathedral. Originally designed to maximise its value by expanding outwards over its ground-level
footprint, the Sugar Building appears to float above the surrounding pedestrianised area.
The additional floor is designed in such a way as to leave surrounding views unobscured; from inside, impressive
views of the City unfold in every direction. For a long time this building was regarded as something of a misfit within
Paternoster Square, but has since become a commercial success story and comprises the last piece in the
masterplan jigsaw.

1 CARTER LANE
R e f u r b is h i n g o u r o w n d e si g n

1 Carter Lane

1, Carter Lane was designed by Rolfe Judd more than 20 years ago and we have recently been commissioned
to undertake a comprehensive refurbishment that will refresh the building for a further two decades. Sitting directly
opposite St. Paul’s Cathedral, this was always a building designed to complement, not compete, and the elegantly
modest detailing has effortlessly stood the test of time.
With minor amendments to the exterior, the building has now been subtly revised to reinforce its connection with
St Paul’s. It features a new double height reception, while the interior and services have been completely updated to
incorporate contemporary energy efficient technology.
A key element of the original design for 1 Carter Lane was the introduction of some great external space.
The north-south connection from the Cathedral to the river Thames was opened up along the western side of the
building, and this proved prescient when the subsequent development of the Millennium Bridge completed the
dramatic promenade that links the Tate Modern directly through to St Paul’s.

CHRISTCHURCH COURT
p ri n ci p a l e l e m e n t o f t h e P a t e r n o st e r S q u a r e m a st e r p l a n

Christchurch Court

Christchurch Court was designed as part of the Paternoster Square masterplan which replaced the unloved
and sterile 1960’s redevelopment immediately to the north of St Pauls Cathedral. The objective was to establish
a blueprint for vibrant and stimulating development which would still be subservient to the power and
presence of the cathedral.
Christchurch Court, the largest building within the masterplan area, emerged as a critically important element
and its location and design restored medieval vistas and perspectives which had been lost for many years. In this
spirit the curved front elevation reflects the impressive Portland stone towers that stand sentinel at the western
end of the cathedral.
Rolfe Judd’s design for the building featured huge clearspan floorplates which provided the basis for the
creation of two specialist dealing floors of 30,000sqft each. The reception and cores were also designed and
constructed to accommodate very high occupancy levels. The building was pre-let to Goldman Sachs during the
construction process.

8-11 LIME STreet
D e si g n e d f o r t h e h e a rt o f t h e C ity

8-11 Lime Street

Rolfe Judd’s design for this new build scheme provides prime commercial space in a building that sits comfortably
between the ornate Victorian detail of Leadenhall Market on one side and the contemporary scale of the Lloyds
building on the other.
The compact and tightly defined site has been transformed by this development which not only maximises its
commercial potential but also provides a positive contribution to the conservation area in which it sits. Constructed
from Portland stone, the building reflects both the traditions and the contemporary aspirations of the historic
City of London.

95 GRESHAM STREET
R e i n v e n ti n g a n o l d b u i l d i n g

95 Gresham Street

Rolfe Judd’s extensive refurbishment transformed this office building, with its inefficient warren of small rooms,
corridors and stairs, into a truly contemporary open plan office development. Typifying Rolfe Judd’s work with this kind
of historical building, the principal façades have been retained, partially reconstructed and stretched to suit the modern
interior, while the floors behind were completely replaced.
A new main entrance on Gresham Street incorporates substantial matching stone portals that create a striking
and contemporary impression for all who enter the building. Rolfe Judd introduced a spectacular atrium to the interior,
which allows additional daylight into the building while maximising the usable space.

INSIDE THE CITY
C o n t e m p o r a ry s p a c e s t h a t w o rk

Inside the City

The vast majority of Rolfe Judd’s buildings in the City of London provide spaces in which people work, and we
go to great lengths to make sure that our interiors are crafted with the same care, innovation and attention to detail
that distinguish the structures that contain them.
In the Square Mile, space is of paramount importance and we have considerable experience in achieving
maximum value for the developer and for investors, consistently delivering the level of specification, design features
and quality required by the City occupier.
The latest materials and technical applications mean that our interior solutions can minimise the space taken up
by utilities and services, creating increased usable floorspace and additional volume. In the impressive Gresham St.
atrium, pictured on the previous page, natural light floods the interior of this period building, introducing a strongly
contemporary ambience and enhancing the experience of all who work in and visit the building.

2-18 ST BRIDE STreet
Blending old and new

2-18 St Bride Street

On the western boundary of the City at the heart of the old newspaper producing area around Fleet Street, the
site at St. Bride Street presented Rolfe Judd with an opportunity to design a brand new building and to pair it with the
restoration and refurbishment of an elegant Victorian façade.
From the outside the two buildings appear separate and distinct. Inside, however, they are a single entity:
there is no transition in quality or design values as one moves from one to the other. The scheme’s commercial
potential has been maximised, while the character of this well-used City intersection, with its attractive mix of period
and contemporary structures, is preserved for the future.

ATLANTIC HOUSE
Pi v o t a l d e si g n w it h i n C ity l i m its

Atlantic House

This complex scheme adjoins the historic Holborn Viaduct, which crossed the hidden River Fleet below Farringdon
Road. One of the greatest challenges was to merge the client’s commercial aspirations for the site with the City
planners’ requirement to recreate one of four Victorian gatehouses, which mark the original Roman entrances to the
City. The gatehouse contained a stairway to Farringdon Road but was destroyed by bombing in the Second World
War. Rolfe Judd created a scheme that operates on multiple scales. The design had to be effective within rigid height
restrictions and deal with the contrasting environments, levels and scale of Holborn Viaduct and Farringdon Street.
The building has an imposing full height entrance and central atrium, within which the main lift lobby is
located; large uninterrupted column-free floorplates have allowed us to maximise the glazed area. The principal
upper façade arcs away from the roadside, revealing a lower façade that meets and matches the scale of the
rebuilt Victorian gatehouse.

40 HOLBORN VIADUCT
D e si g n i n g w it h i n t e g rity

40 Holborn Viaduct

Completed eight years after its neighbour Atlantic House, 40 Holborn Viaduct creates an individual and distinctive
design language that suits the building’s orientation and purpose, while ensuring that it also fits comfortably within
its locality.
The right angle at the junction with Holborn and Shoe Lane is softened by use of an eye-catchingly elegant
radius. The main front elevation curves away from the main road, creating room for what has become a popular
public green open space to the front of the building.
The internal floorplates are very efficient and have a high net to gross space ratio. They offer a continuous columnfree space, open and flexible with excellent daylight on all elevations, achieved through floor to ceiling glazing.

Rolfe Judd

IN The SQUARE MILE

Each of the buildings included in this book are different – a unique response to a specific set of circumstances and
needs, expressed through the recognisable design language that makes Rolfe Judd distinct.
Our teams of architects and planners draw on their creativity and experience to deliver a coherent approach to the
specific challenges of designing buildings for the City. The results are embedded in its urban grain and fundamentally
respect a long and varied history – and as we hope is clear from these pages, they enable us to play a part in the
continuing evolution of The Square Mile.
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